
 
 

 
Volunteer Housing Facility (VHF) Resource  

** Accommodations  for volunteer groups staying in the Gulf **  

 

  Calc asieu Volunteer Housing Facilities  

 SWLA Volunteer Housing Center  

 McNeese State University  

 

 Acadiana Volunteer Housing Facility  

  First United Methodist of New Iberia Ministry Center  

 

 New Orleans Volunteer Housing Facility  

  Camp Hope  

 

 Mississippi Gulf Coast  

   Lagniappe Presbyterian Church, Bay St. Louis  

   Camp Coast Care, Long Beach  

   Yankie Stadium, Biloxi  

   Project Hope&  Compassion, Lizana Gulfport  

   Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Orange Grove  

   Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Calcasieu, LA  

SWLA Volunteer Housing Center  

Contact Information  

Manager:  Billie Jean Bauer  

Email:  bjbauer@swlavolunteercoordination.org   

Web: www.swlavols.org  

General Email:  swlavols@yahoo.com  

Phone:  (337) 217 -0428  

Fax:  (337)217 -0431  

Address:  1104 Recreation Blvd.  

                 Lake Charles, LA 70611  

 

The 15,000 square foot building was at one time a middle school that was 

provided by the Calcasieu Parish School Board.  A grant from the United Way 

of SWLA Hurrican e Recovery Fund made it possible to refurbish the school.   

 

Capacity  

The VHF can house 200 volunteers at one time.  Inside the VHF  are two 

separate dorms.  There are bunk beds in all dorms.  The menõs dorm is 

smaller than the womenõs dorm but can be switched depending on the 

needs of the group.  There are also three smaller dorms that can be used for 

long term volunteer groups.   

 

Shower/Bathroom Facilities  

There are a total of 20 showers that can be used at the facility.  There are 10 

for women and 10 for men.  Volunteers are advised to bring shower shoes 

since you must exit the main building to get to the shower facilities.  They 

are directly behind the mai n building.  There are 24 toilets available for use.  

14 are for men, 14 for women.  They are also located behind the main 

building.  There are several bathrooms within the main building for 

volunteers to use in the middle of the night.   
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Kitchen /Dining  Area  

The VHF has a fully equipped kitchen.  A food pantry is available to store 

personal food items.  A walk in refrigerator is available as well as a walk in 

freezer and an ice machine for filling coolers with ice.  Volunteers do cook 

their own meals but  are provided with a fully stocked kitchen.  Each group 

in the facility has their own pantry section where they can store dry food.  

Whatever food is left over groups are free to leave behind for future groups 

to use.   

 

Commercial coffee and tea makers ar e available.  The center has a large 

dining area that will seat more than 100 people for meals or meetings.   

 

Computers  

There are 6 computers on site with internet connection.  Free wireless is 

also available for volunteers that bring laptops.   

 

Lounge  

The center has a lounge area with cable TV prov ided.  In the library lounge  

volunteers can relax, read a book or play board games.  There is also a quiet 

meditation room available  for volunteer use.  In addition to that , there is an 

outdoor basketball court  that groups are free to use.  

 

Laundry Facility  

A washer and dryer are on site but it is mainly for the use of volunteers that 

are staying beyond one week.   

 

Safety  

Friendly staff is  ready to serve volunteers as best they can.  The doors are 

locked at 11p m and quiet time begins.  If a group would like to stay out past 

11, they are advised to let the staff know ahead of time so that 

arrangements can be made.  Personal items can be locked up in an office 

area while volunteers are out but ultimately the volun teer is responsible for 

personal items.   

 

 

Age Limits  

The age limit for a youth group staying at the facility is 14. Volunteers that 

are of legal drinking age are permitted to drink responsibly off site but no 

alcohol or drugs are allowed at the actual VHF.    
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